22         A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEt)ANTA

Religion is more a way of life than a philosophic view,
It can be understood only as the spiritual search of the
individual soul or jiva for God, It longs for a new imme-
diacy, a direct perception of God in which, in the inimitable
words of Tagore, we feel the throb of the Soul-life in our own
soul. As the self is not reason nor feeling nor will, religion
cannot be interpreted in the language of these mental states
which are only the imperfect attributes of the ego. The four
yogas elaborated by Vedanta for the attainment of release
are mainly based on the recognition of these cardinal psycho-
logical states. Their inadequacy to meet the needs of religion
may be stated as a case of negation by fulfilment; as long as
the soul is not touched with jnana-bhakti, their efficacy is
only of doubtful worth. But mumuksutva is an intense,
irrepressible thirst of the spirit for God. It is the craving
of the individual soul for divine life. This organic craving
may originate in thought, feeling or will or in all of them.
But whether it is produced by knowledge or devotion or
action or by all of them, it is in effect the longing for release ;

it is a living function and a unique experience. Any attempt
at analysis kills aspiration and leaves behind bloodless abstrac"
lions like thought and feeling. Just as a man immersed
in water pants for breath, just as a man struggles hard
to throw down a piece of burning charcoal placed on his
head, so does a mumuksu yearn for release from the unutter-
able woes of samsdra and pant restlessly for divine communion.
The period of stress and storm, of trials and backslidings,
of intense thought and burning anguish which intervenes
before the birth of God-consciousness, is the mightiest of
all conflicts ever waged by humanity. But the prospect of
the joy of fruition and fulfilment transfigures sorrow into
joy. The struggle itself is worth while and the mumuksu